REMARKS 



Claims 12-21 are pending. 
Claim 12 is amended. 

35 U.S.C. 103(a) Rejections 



WO 85/01938. 

• . a „•„„ „nr EP H1 1 recognizes the low viscosity advantages of the inventive process for 
10%) as will be explained below. 

cl firct two lines (65 w% anionic monomer, 35 
«% non,on,c monomer, a rat.0 men ^ ^ ^ ^ 

3), ammonium and 375 oPs. The advantage o, these compositions ,s 

low viscosities, namely 1 51 ocks.^uc toaeth er at only one point to 

compositions containing polymer ts ana v* 

» • QC r«n be seen bv the flocculation values, which are 28.5 /o (taoie , une o;, 
characteristics as can be seen by th ^ ^ value Qf 

(table 1 line 6), 37.2% (table 2, line 4) and 22.9 h (table ; 
the control (no polymer). 
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30 ,o 80 w% and various fertile a„, despite two Z * 1 "■» »> - 

j ,> thp Motions are the compositions containing polymer E (tame , une i 
(tables 1 and 2). The exceptions are w respe ctively.The composition 

— — — — ssrr— msr- 



person. 



^t.incontrastdoesnotshow^^^ 

^^'"Tr— r::r~nio, Urt herr„ore, EP , 1 1 
copolymer compos o of me ^ lnven „ e rafe o, anionic to nonK.nic. 

monomer ratios in combination with fertilizer. 

. , wn 85/01938 describes a soil treatment composition which is an aqueous solution 

r^r--^*-^- 

stabilization soil treatment. 

* ♦ «. wo '938 uses low molecular weight anionic dispersants to drive high 
Furthermore, Styling et al. WO 938 uses low m the 

salts from the soil. The instant invention ,s directed to a process, v»h,cn 
Trell to a d«erent technical area and does no. constitute relevant prior art. 
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xa,o ^/niQ38 also does not render obvious the claimed process when 



from 60 to 80 w%. 



, < F p -qi 1 and Svlling would not arrive at the present invention. Neither 

oon.posi.ion used ,o desaiina.e soil, no, useful .or delivering soil nu.rien,s. 

in summary me 103(a) rejection is improper because: 

, „«n epw and Sylling to combine to achieve the instant invention. 

EP 91 1 B greeted to ^ ^ ^ ^ „ makes 

ohemica, common £ composilions in each have complete* 
no sense .0 comb ne <hese , ~ * ^ ^ ^ , ^ 

dmeren, so,, .unCons. One d ves salt. ~y ^ ^ h 

.ITT^^ e^vis^anioniccopoiymercompos^nonhe 
2. Neitner reiere rornnni7es the unobvious exemplif ied viscosity 

Tn used in dosing ecuipmen, which is in place ,or processing so,u„ons o, 
Thus the 103(a) rejections o. EP '91 1 and/or Sylling are overcome. 
Claims 12-21 stand rejeced under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpayable over JP51-124578. 
,P « ,24578 discloses a soil .reatmen. composi.ion which is an aqueous solu.ion comprising 
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aggregation abiHty and water-permeaMrty as wel as w ^ 
.heclaimedcomposi^ers,^^ 

w a.er-so,ub,e polymer termed from 60 ,o 80 *,% an,on,o mono™ and 20, ^ 
—r.^Sspec^ 

this composition can also bo added easily img ^ 
U sin, the dosing eo.ip.en, whi* is in place ,or pr = -««-™ ^ ^ „ 

low concentrations, the compos.tions of JP 51 



composition. 



'578. 

To summarize: 
1 



fertilizer solutions using dosing equipment currently available. 
2 . The present invention additionally discioses unobvious results using the high anion, content in 
Table I of the specification. 
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Therefore, .he 103(a) rejedon is Improper and Applicants ask ma, .he Examiner reconsider. 



Reconsideration and wKhdrawa, o, .he reJeCion o, Cairns ,2-21 is respect solicited in ,igh, <* the 
remarks and amendment supra. 

Since mere are no other grounds o. objection or re]e*n, passage o, this application to issue with 
claims is earnestly solicited. 

Applicants submit .ha. .he presen, application is in edition tor allowance. In ft. even, that minor 
Tlments w„l turfher prosecution, Applicant reo,es, .ha, the examiner contact the undersigned 



representative. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Ciba Specialty Chemicals Corporation 
540 White Plains Road 
Tarrytown, New York 10591 
(914)785-2784 
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Tyler Stevenson 
Agent for Applicants 
Reg. No. 46,388 
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